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alleges to be facts which substantiate its account of the worth of life ? Manifestly not. The plain duty of the theist is just the reverse; it is to examine all the facts brought forward by pessimism, to compare them with all the other facts on which itself rests, and to show that the true reading of human life, when it is surveyed in a sufficiently comprehensive way, is not pessimist but theistic. This is what theism does. I know of no facts brought forward by Schopenhauer or Hartmann which I have not taken into consideration in my argumentation for theism when estimating the objections which may be urged to the Divine wisdom, benevolence, and justice. I allow more weight even to these facts than Mr Sully seems inclined to do. Why is pessimism to be discussed in a way which would be utterly unreasonable in regard to theism ? If theism is true, pessimism is false; if what theism alleges in its support are real facts, properly interpreted and derived from a far wider field of existence and knowledge than are those on which pessimism relies, pessimism must be an erroneous reading of life, necessarily resulting from the attempt to explain a text without regard to its context How then can it be reasonable either for an advocate or critic of it to say, Let us have nothing to do with theism or theology? let us concern ourselves with nothing but the question, Is there an overplus of pleasure